
   

 
“I’m going to hell!” was one of my boyhood fears fostered in Bible Sunday School. They told me I was born 
a sinner. And believing that I had been a bad boy more than once there was no way I could ever become good 
enough to get to heaven. How many of us have likewise been indelibly shackled early in life with the 
unshakeable burden, Sin?  

Time passed and I have since learned that the word “Sin” is a living, breathing word rather than a dead word 
encrusted in stale, decayed, historical interpretations; old stories that told us that our wills were corrupt and 
biased toward sin. Gratefully, there are viable alternative interpretations. “Missing the mark,” as in archery 
when we miss hitting the bullseye, is one that I relate to with its implicit hope and corrective opportunity 
rather than hopeless damnation. I can err, as is human, and learn from my sins. What a relief!    

Though my sins can still be heavy, hurtful, painful I now interpret sin as a correctional marker, as an invitation 
to awareness, to awaken, to act differently next time, to alter the course of my life. And I sin (miss the mark) 

anytime I act in-authentically and in 
ways that are other than what is good, 
beautiful, and true. 

This month, let us consider if sin is a 
dead word or an alive word…a word 
we use to shackle or free our lives, 
our spirit. 
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Sunday Worship 9:30 & 11:15am 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
March 1, The Forbidden; Josh Searle-White; Autumn Labbé-Renault, Worship Associate. One of the traditional facets of 
sin is that it is (or should be) hidden away from the prying eyes of others.  But what might happen if we brought the 
forbidden out into the light?  Join us for an exploration that might just turn the definition of sin upside down.   

Joshua Searle-White is a Congregational Life staff member for the UUA, serving the Pacific Central District and Pacific Western 
Region. He¹s joined by Shaun Collins, San Mateo board member, and Alan Herrmann, Sunnyvale Music Director. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
March 8, Money and Real Life; Rev. Roger Jones; Lee Ann D'Amato, Worship Associate.  Few things can stir up personal 
anxiety or family tension like our need for money and our wish for the things it can bring us.  Come hear a personal 
story and reflect on the role of money in your life. What messages did you learn about money while growing up?  How 
do you think about receiving and giving money?   

At the UU Society of Sacramento, Roger Jones first served as the Family Minister from 2008-13.   He was elected Senior Minister 
in 2014.  The congregation will install him in a ceremony March 8 at 4pm, 890 Morse Ave. We're all invited!  

Roger has served congregations in Minnesota, Silicon Valley, Northwest Indiana, and New England.  Prior to ministry he worked in 
Illinois government finance and social services.  He has an M.Div. from Meadville Lombard and a BA and MBA from Indiana 
University Bloomington.  He has served on committees, boards and grants panels for our UU Pacific Central District, UU Ministers 
Association, and UU Funding Program.  He is a subscriber to several Sacramento theater companies and a YMCA board member. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
March 15, Just Be Who You Are; Rev. Dr. Sándor Kovács; Donna Sachs, Worship Associate.  Many UU congregations are 
partnered with progressive religious groups from India, the Philippines, or Transylvania. Over the years these 
partnerships––built on reciprocity––have strengthened the consciousness of who we are.  Explore the benefits of 
partnership through the history of the Hungarian speaking Unitarians of Transylvania. 

Rev. Dr. Sándor Kovács teaches church history and history of religion at the Protestant Theological Seminary in Kolozsvár 
(Transylvania), Romania.  He received his PhD in early Unitarian history from Szeged University in Hungary.  He translates, edits 
and writes books and scholarly articles.  His PhD dissertation is on English-Transylvanian connections in the 19th century (the first 
recorded contact was in 1833).  Sándor was one of the first Balázs Scholars at Starr King School in 1995-96. 

Special Collection – UUCD Dove & Serpent (Partner Church Committee).  Make checks out to UUCD, memo Dove.   

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
March 22, Guest Preacher; Karen Klussendorf, Worship Associate. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
March 29, John Ashby; Alexandra Lee-Jobe, Worship Associate. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Attend March Pastoral Care Theme Discussion With Rev. Cody Sanders: The Trauma of Everyday Life by 
Mark Epstein. Epstein engages Western psychology and Buddhist practices to help readers grasp that trauma is an 
indivisible part of life and can be used as a means of growth and understanding of change. If you plan to join in these 
discussions 7pm, March 10, Meeting Room and/or 12:30pm, March 22, Library, you may wish to read ahead of time! 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read   The Pages of Sin: Greed, Envy, Gluttony, and Lust Reconsidered, Dan Cryer, UU World, 
September/October 2004 9.1.04, http://www.uuworld.org/2004/05/bookshelf.html 

Gandhi's Seven Deadly Sins, The Reverend Anne Felton Hines, Emerson UU Church, October 2009, 
http://www.emersonuuc.org/worship/sermons/09_10_04.htm 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Listen  Download or listen online to edited Sunday services at www.uudavispodcast.org   
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Give   Special Collection:  UUCD Dove & Serpent (Partner Church Committee). Checks to UUCD, memo Dove.  
We connect with historic roots of Unitarianism and with our partner church in Homorod Daroc, Romania (to whom 
we offer financial support).  Donate anytime: http://tinyurl.com/DonateUUCD 

The Dream Team Needs YOUR Input: Share Your Thoughts! 
February 21, 4-8pm, Social Hall, The Dream Team (Strategic Planning) is hosting a terrific party and beginning to hear 
answers to questions about how the church wants to move into our future together (next 5-10 years).  It's a grand 
beginning to The Dream Team’s second round of inquiry!   We'll break into small groups and answer questions: 
Imagine—what would make you and your family more deeply rooted and engaged in this community/congregation? 
What are you willing to do about it, and what do you need from the church community?  

If you must miss the February 21 party, there will be more gatherings in March and April.  Some of these will be in 
homes (volunteers welcome!) and some after Sunday worship.  We want and need everyone’s input.  You'll see details 
for these events soon.  Please direct any questions (or RSVP for our dinner party, Feb 21) to Barbara Clutter, 
snoopsscooby@att.net or 530-756-4707. 
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